1670-1_C-JIB_interior.indd 2

5/21/18 3:47 PM

1670-1_C-JIB_interior.indd 3

5/21/18 3:47 PM

1670-1_C-JIB_interior.indd 4

5/21/18 3:47 PM

CHRISTMAS
!
n
r
o
B
s
I
s
Jesu

Written by

Marlyn Evangelina Monge, FSP
Illustrated by

Lisa M. Griffin

Boston

1670-1_C-JIB_interior.indd 5

5/21/18 3:47 PM

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Monge, Marlyn, author. | Griffin, Lisa M., 1972- illustrator.
Title: Christmas : Jesus is born! / written by Marlyn Evangelina Monge, FSP ; illustrated by Lisa Griffin.
Description: Boston, MA : Pauline Books & Media, 2018.
Identifiers: LCCN 2018002850| ISBN 9780819816702 (hardcover) | ISBN
0819816701 (hardcover)
Subjects: LCSH: Jesus Christ--Nativity--Juvenile literature. | Christmas--Juvenile literature.
Classification: LCC BT315.3 .M66 2018 | DDC 232.92--dc22
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018002850
Scripture quotations are from Revised Standard Version of the Bible—Second Catholic Edition (Ignatius Edition) copyright © 2006, National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Cover design by Mary Joseph Peterson, FSP
Illustrated by Lisa M. Griffin
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording,
or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publisher.
“P” and PAULINE are registered trademarks of the Daughters of St. Paul.
Copyright © 2018, Daughters of St. Paul
Published by Pauline Books & Media, 50 Saint Pauls Avenue, Boston, MA 02130–
3491
Printed in the U.S.A.
CJIB VSAUSAPEOILL5-710117 1670-1
www.pauline.org
Pauline Books & Media is the publishing house of the Daughters of St. Paul, an
international congregation of women religious serving the Church with the communications media.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 						

1670-1_C-JIB_interior.indd 6

22 21 20 19 18

5/21/18 3:47 PM

To my amazing nieces and nephews:
Gabriela, Cristian, Jonathan, Joseph,
María Amada, and Sofía Noel—each of you
is a gift from God. May you and all the children
who read this book come to discover, welcome, and love
the greatest gift this world has ever received: Jesus!

“And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:14
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A very long time ago, God sent the Archangel Gabriel
to a young woman who lived in a small town named
Nazareth. The woman’s name was Mary. The angel brought
a very important message from God.
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Approaching her, Gabriel said, “Hail, Mary.
You are filled with grace. Do not be afraid. God
loves you and wants you to be the mother of his Son.
You will have a baby, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great.
He will be the Son
of God.”
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Surprised by everything the angel had said, Mary
bowed her head and asked, “How can this happen? I am
not married yet.” She was engaged to be married to a man
named Joseph.
The Archangel Gabriel replied, “This will happen
through the power of God, Mary. The Holy Spirit will come
to you. For nothing is impossible for God.”
2
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Mary raised her head and said, “I am God’s servant.
Let it happen to me as you have said.”
At that moment, the Holy Spirit came upon Mary.
Immediately, Jesus, God’s Son, began to grow inside his
mother.
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Many months passed and shortly before
Mary was due to give birth, the emperor called
for a census.
“Mary, the emperor has ordered all
people to go to the city of their ancestors to be
counted,” Joseph told his wife. “My family is
from the city of Bethlehem. We will have to go
there.”
“Is the city far from Nazareth?” Mary
asked.
“It will be at least a five-day walk,” Joseph
explained. “I know it won’t be easy for you
since the baby will be born soon, but we must
go. It will be a long journey, but I will help
you and keep you safe. You can ride our little
donkey.”
“God will be with us,” Mary said.
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The next day, the couple and their donkey began the
journey. It was a difficult trip, but Mary and Joseph trusted
God to help them.

6
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Families from all over Israel had traveled to Bethlehem
for the census, and the city was very crowded. Although
Joseph knocked on door after door, no one had room for
them to stay.
7
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