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A Poor  
and Unfortunate Girl

WAAAH! WAAAH! 
WAAAH!WAAAH!

ON JANUARY 7, 1844 AT  
THE BOLI MILL IN LOURDES,  
A SMALL FRENCH TOWN

HEY, WHAT’S 
WRONG?

DON’T 
CRY . . . 

WAAAH!WAAAH!
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MY SWEET 
BABY,

BERNADETTE.

HEE HEEHEE HEE
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BERNADETTE!

DADDY!

SOUBIROUS,  
CAN YOU PLEASE  

GRIND MY GRAIN FOR 
CREDIT? I’LL PAY  

YOU BACK.

GRINDGRIND

SOUBIROUS,  
BECAUSE OF THIS YEAR’S 

FAMINE, I DON’T HAVE ANY 
GRAIN TO GRIND AT YOUR  

 MILL. I’M  
ENDING OUR 
CONTRACT.

GRINDGRIND

I CAN’T  
PAY YOU BACK NOW.  

I’LL HAVE THE
   MONEY LATER.

SCREECHSCREECH
SCREECHSCREECH

GRINDGRIND

 . . . 
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1854

SOUBIROUS,  
DO YOU KNOW HOW  
MANY MONTHS OF  

RENT YOU’VE  
                      MISSED?

I WON’T PUT UP  
WITH THIS  

ANYMORE! GET OUT!

COUGH COUGH 
COUGHCOUGH

SLAM!SLAM!
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THIS OLD JAIL  
HAS BEEN ABANDONED 

BECAUSE NOT EVEN 
PRISONERS COULD LIVE 

HERE.

BUT WE CAN’T 
AFFORD ANY 
OTHER PLACE.

CREAK . . . CREAK . . . 
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SCAMPER!SCAMPER!

WHEW! THIS 
PLACE . . . 

I GUESS IT’S 
BETTER THAN 

NOTHING.

SMELLY

BLECH!BLECH!

BERNADETTE! 
WHAT’S WRONG? 
ARE YOU OKAY?

COUGH COUGH 
COUGHCOUGH

OH NO!

BERNADETTE!BERNADETTE!
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PANT PANT 
PANTPANT

I BEG YOU, 
PLEASE HELP 

US!

DOCTOR, 
PLEASE DON’T 

GO!

DID YOU SAY 
CHOLERA?!

HER GRANDMOTHER ALSO 
DIED FROM CHOLERA . . . 

THIS CAN’T BE!
DOCTOR!

VIRGIN 

MARY, PLEASE 
HELP BERNADETTE 

RECOVER.
CLACKCLACK
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OH NO, CORN 
SOUP AGAIN?

IT ISN’T  
GOOD TO COMPLAIN ABOUT 
FOOD. WE SHOULD THANK 

GOD FOR WHAT  
WE DO HAVE.

AMEN.

THEN WHY DO YOU 
ONLY GIVE BREAD  
TO BERNADETTE?

BERNADETTE  
HAS POOR HEALTH.
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IT’S NOT FAIR!

MY GOODNESS . . . 
THIS CHILD . . . 

COUGH COUGH COUGH COUGH COUGH COUGH 

COUGHCOUGH

COUGHCOUGH

WHEEZE WHEEZEWHEEZE WHEEZE

I’M WORRIED  
ABOUT BERNADETTE. 

HER ASTHMA SEEMS TO 
BE GETTING WORSE.

. . . 

GIVE ME 
BREAD TOO!  

I WANT BREAD!
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WHAT SHOULD  
WE DO . . . ?

HER HEALTH  
WILL ONLY DECLINE 

IN THIS KIND OF 
ENVIRONMENT . . . 

IT’S HARD TO  
GET BREAD, LET ALONE 

CORN TO FEED OUR  
CHILDREN.

I WILL TRY  
TO FIND MORE 

WORK . . . BUT GOD 
WILL PROVIDE.

MARCH 27, 1857

SLAM!SLAM!
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OFFICER, THAT’S  
HIM! HE STOLE  
FLOUR FROM MY 

HOUSE! WHAT?! THAT’S  
NOT TRUE! WHY  

WOULD I STEAL OTHER 
PEOPLE’S THINGS?

 QUIET! YOU 
THIEVING BEGGARS 

ARE ALL  
THE SAME!

NO, OFFICER! MY  
HUSBAND WOULD  

NEVER DO  
SOMETHING LIKE  

THAT!

!!! 
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DON’T INTERRUPT! 
GET OUT OF  

MY WAY!

SHOVE!SHOVE!

LOUISE!

THUD!THUD!HOW COULD 
YOU DO  
THIS?

CRASH!CRASH!

POW!POW!

BE QUIET  
AND FOLLOW 

ME!

THIS ISN’T 
FAIR!

NOT FAIR? WE’LL SEE  
ABOUT THAT ONCE  
WE INVESTIGATE  

FURTHER. LET’S GO!

WAAAH!WAAAH!

CLENCHCLENCH 12



MOMMY,  
I’M  

HUNGRY . . . 

GROWL
GROWL

I’LL NEVER 
I’LL NEVER 

COMPLAIN ABOUT 

COMPLAIN ABOUT 
FOOD AGAIN,  

FOOD AGAIN,  
I PROMISE!
I PROMISE!

BERNADETTE,  
YOUR AUNT BERNARDE 

SAYS SHE NEEDS HELP AT 
HER SHOP . . . 

DO YOU  
THINK YOU CAN 

DO IT?

YES,  
I WILL TRY.
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I GUESS I  
SHOULD HELP YOU ALL 
OUT SINCE YOU’RE SO 

POOR.

EVEN THOUGH 
THIS JOB IS ONLY 

TEMPORARY, DO  
YOUR BEST.

BERNARDE,  
BERNADETTE’S AUNT  

AND GODMOTHER

CLINK CLINKCLINK CLINK
CRASH!CRASH!

SPLASH!
SPLASH!

CLATTER!CLATTER!

BE MORE 
CAREFUL! WHY 

ARE YOU SO 
CLUMSY?

CLEAN UP 
QUICKLY! 

CUSTOMERS ARE 
COMING.
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